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There isteacher-paraeducator 

interactions in alternative special 

education classrooms

Little is known about the quality of 

teacher-paraeducator interactions in 

special education settings, where formal 

co-teaching is less common but 

multiple adults undertaking 

responsibilities in  the classroom are. 

We introduce an empirically-based 

framework, derived from literature, 

observations, and interviews, for 

identifying and understanding teacher-

paraeducator interactions in alternative 

special education classrooms.

An existing, well-validated 

general education tool captures 

some elements of self-contained 

special education classrooms, 

however it does not readily 

account for the interaction 

between the multiple adults in 

the room, as well as if these 

adults need to engage in crisis 

prevention strategies with 

students. We discuss the 

applications and limitations for 

this population accordingly. 

Perceptions of the classroom environment: Multilevel 

patterns of support in early adolescence

Supportive classroom environments are associated with 

improved student outcomes. This study examines how 

student and teacher perceptions of the classroom relate to 

one another and identifies which factors impact differences 

in perceptions during adolescence. Understanding these 

associations can serve to better inform educational 

interventions targeting to improve student outcomes. 

The impact on inter- and intra-

classroom transitions on 

classroom stability and student 

performance in the EBD 

classroom
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School Climate, 

Teacher Stress and 

Burn Out: The effect 

of a social and 

emotional learning 

program on teacher 

perceptions and 

performance

Exploring the impact of social and 

emotional learning on students at 

risk for school failure
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Special Education 
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who we are

The ADEP lab is comprised of a 

collaborative team of  psychologists, 

research scientists, and educational 

practitioners from the University of 

Massachusetts Dartmouth, University 

of Delaware, the University of 

Massachusetts Boston, and Yale 

University

what we’ve learned

Funded by the William T. Grant Foundation and the University of Massachusetts

An Investigation of School 

Connectedness, Engagement, and 

Achievement in Early Adolescence Validating the 

Emotion Focused 

Interaction (EFI) 

Scale for early 

adolescence

what’s now

The Supportive Classrooms Project
The Supportive Classrooms Project uses a large extant longitudinal data 

set to explore questions centered upon psychosocial and educational 

constructs and outcomes among early adolescents (grade 5-7). Variables 

are assessed as a function of context (intervention, school-, classroom-, or 

individual-level effects). 

The RELATE Project
The Recognizing Excellence in Learning and Teaching 

(RELATE) Project aims to promote quality special education 

learning environments by enabling effective evaluation, 

professional development, and instruction  for special 

educators working in self-contained classrooms. Overlooked 

and underfunded, this population is absent from most empirical 

investigations of efficacy, and in need of evidence-based 

practices to promote positive student and teacher outcomes. 

Mind the gap: Accountability, 

observation, and special education

In an  era of accountability, teachers 

of students with special education 

needs have been left behind. Despite 

the important implications of 

classroom observations and the 

mixed at best outcomes for special 

education students, there is no 

existing systematic observational 

tool for understanding the social 

processes in self-contained special 

education classrooms. 

Perceptions of the classroom environment: 

Multilevel patterns of support in early adolescence

Mind the gap: Accountability, 

observation, and special education
Applications of the CLASS in 

special education settings

There is no “I” in team: Understanding 

teacher-paraeducator interactions in 

special education classrooms

Join us! 

christina.cipriano@umassd.edu

Weekly Lab Meetings Monday @ 2pm
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Advancing the Science of 

Classroom Observation

Scoring and Reliability of 

Special Education 

Classroom Observations: 

Examining the Role of 

Educator Training

MPCS RELATE 

PD Pilot

New Bedford High School 

RELATE PD Pilot

Research-Practice Partnership 

with Nassau BOCES


